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Located on the Atlantic coast at the mouth of the 

river Loire, the longest river in France and last 

ówildô river in Europe, Nantes is the capital of the 

Pays de la Loire region. Situated about 400 km 

southwest of Paris, it boasts a rich architectural 

heritage, which includes the Castle of the Dukes 

of Brittany, Passage Pommeraye , Île Feydeau

and Graslin Theatre.

Culture is plentiful in Nantes, with its 15 museums, 34 theatres and 

auditoriums, and numerous venues and events demonstrating its 

creative vibrancy. With an increase in tourist nights of up to +4% 

between 2017 and 2018, Nantes tops the list of cities with the 

highest tourist growth.

Its economic significance makes Nantes France's 3rd largest 

industrial city. With over 25,000 structures representing 275,000 

jobs, over 54,000 students and 200 research laboratories, Nantes 

is the second most successful city in France in terms of 

employment growth (excluding Paris, 1999-2012) and the leading 

economic hub in Western France. Over 3,500 companies are set 

up in Nantes every year.

The city centre of Nantes has developed in the northern bank of 

the river Loire and the railway network. In its western part, Rue 

Crébillon is the main shopping street in the city centre of Nantes 

with a high density of national and international brands, on a rather 

high-end positioning, which extends on the adjacent streets 

(Contrescarpe, Place Royale, Boileau). The historical and 

renovated shopping gallery Passage Pommeraye/Coeur de Nantes 

completes the retail offer of the area. A little further north, rue du 

Calvaire hosts the largest concentration of mid-range retail brands 

(H&M, Zara, Monoprix). The eastern part of the town centre has a 

more limited shopping culture and benefits mainly from the 

presence of Galeries Lafayette and its location on the historic 

urban axis of the large squares (Graslin, Royale, Saint-Pierre). The 

south-East part is more dedicated to food and beverage and hosts 

the Carré Feydeau.

The retail landscape on the outskirts is dominated by several 

shopping centres, with the most important situated 8 km to the 

west: Atlantis shopping centre (45 000 sqm GLA) anchored by a 

Leclerc Hypermarket and Ikea. This is the only shopping centre 

with international exclusive brands in Nantes like Apple, Hollister, 

Pull & Bear, etc. The second is closer to the city centre in the Ile 

Beaulieu and this shopping centre covers 43 700 sqm with a 

Carrefour Hypermarket.

NANTES

OVERVIEW
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NANTES
KEY RETAIL STREETS & AREAS

RUE CREBILLON

The rue Crébillon is the backbone of Nantes town centre 

which links Place Graslin to Place Royale, welcoming 

about 4.8 million visitors annually. The rehabilitation of the 

historic shopping gallery Passage Pommeraye and the 

reopening of Passage Châtelaine (COS, Superdry) 

contributes to its dynamism.

Considered the “up-market” street in Nantes, the rue 

Crébillon brings together ready-to-wear chains (men and 

women) positioned on the medium/up-range market, 

including Ba&sh, Maje, The Kooples, Oliver Grant, Vans 

and Sandro, and also jewellery (Mauboussin). 

RUE DU CALVAIRE

The rue du Calvaire is a good alternative for brands 

looking for large sized units and a mass-market 

positioning. Most national fashion chains on the medium 

to low range can be found here including Pimkie, Naf Naf, 

Andre, Zara and H&M; targeting primarily young adults. 

The former Galeries Lafayette building is occupied by 

Basic Fit and U Express (in the basement). One of the 

busiest parts of the Rue du Calvaire is around Zara and 

Monoprix units. 

RUE CONTRESCARPE

The most frequented pedestrian street in the town centre, 

the rue Contrescarpe completes the Crebillon-Boileau-

Calvaire loop. Its commercial offer is varied: fashion 

chains are found alongside high-range stores  (notably 

delicatessen) including Aigle, Arthur, Papa Pique et Mama 

Coud, Cop Copine, One Step and Claudie Pierlot.

RUE BOILEAU

The rue Boileau, as the principal connector between the 

rue Crebillon’sup-market hub and the most popular rue 

du Calvaire, consists of mainly “intermediary” stores which 

represent its status as a transition street. The renovation 

of pedestrian zones has increased the commercial 

attraction of this route.

PASSAGE POMMERAYE/ CíUR DE 

NANTES

Passage Pommeraye is an historic gallery developed on 

several levels of shops. The offer is relatively diverse, 

combining services, up-range fashion brands (Hermès, 

Lillith) and home equipment and leisure like Nature & 

Découvertes, Durance, Alice Délice. As a continuation of 

its renovation in 2015, a new passage called "Coeur de 

Nantes" connected to the historic gallery from the rue de 

Santeuil was inaugurated in 2016 with international 

brands like AM.PM., Nespresso, Sostrene Grene, or 

Bialetti.

PLACE ROYALE

Numerous banks and travel agencies are located around 

the Place Royale as several mid-range retailers like 

Chacok, Devernois, Longchamp, Kusmi Tea, Princesse

Tam Tam and Springfield.
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NANTES
MARKET OVERVIEW 

KEY AREAS / 

STREETS/

SHOPPING 

CENTRES

CONSUMER 

PROFILE
MAJOR RETAILERS PRESENT NEW ENTRANTS

TYPICAL RENT 

FOR 200 SQM UNIT 

INC. KEY MONEY 

(ú/SQM/YEAR)

RANGE 

OF UNIT 

SIZES 

(SQM)

Rue Crébillon

Local residents, 

tourists. Mid-range to 

luxury retailers

Maison 123, Antonelle, Ba&sh, Balibaris, Berenice, Caroll, Comptoir

des Cotonniers, Father & Sons, Follow me, Geox, Ikks, Kookaï, 

Lacoste, Maje, Manfield, Mauboussin, Minelli, Oliver Grant, Sandro, 

The Kooples, TBS, Vans

Bonobo, COS 1,200-1,800 Up to 500

Rue du Calvaire

Local residents, 

tourists. Mass-market 

retailers

André, Armand Thiery, Basic Fit, Club Med, Derhy, H&M, Maisons

du Monde, Monoprix, Naf Naf, Oxybul, Phildar, Pimkie, Promod,, 

Undiz, Zara

L’atelier 5, Maxi Bazar, 

Nyx, Shoes & Bags, 

Toscane

1,000-1,500 Up to 1,500

Place Royale

Local residents, 

tourists. Mid-range 

retailers

Chacok, Devernois, Kusmi Tea, Longchamp, Princesse Tam-Tam, 

Springfield
800-1,200 Up to 200

Rue 

Contrescarpe

Local residents, 

tourists. Mid-range 

retailers

Aigle, Arthur, Claudie Pierlot, Cop. Copine, Gabor, La Bagagerie, 

La Compagnie des Petits, Mise au Green, One Step, Sapotille, 

Victoria,

Fiona, l’Atelier du Barbier, 

Pataugas, Sœur
800-1,200 Up to 200

Rue Boileau

Local residents.

Mass-market to mid-

range retailers

Accessorize, Cyrillus, Descamps, Devred, Ekyog, Jules, Karl Marc 

John, La Fée Maraboutée, Natalys, Nocibé, Pandora, The Body 

Shop, Yves Rocher, Zapa

1,000-1,500 Up to 500

Passage 

Pommeraye / 

Cœur de Nantes

Local residents.

Mass-to mid-market 

retailers

Alice Délice, AM.PM, Arche, Bialetti, Durance, Hermès, La Chaise 

Longue, La Perle des Dieux, Le Tanneur, Lilith, Nature & 

Découvertres, Nespresso, Pylones, Orange, Sostrene Grene

Atelier Coqlico, Paul Marius 700-1,000 Up to 200

Rental values are quoted in EUR/ sqm/ year (ZA rents in HS).
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NANTES
SHOPPING CENTRES

CENTRE COMMERCIAL BEAULIEU

Beaulieu shopping centre is one of the oldest shopping 

centres of Nantes Metropolitan area (opened 1975), and 

benefits from a urban location in the South of the Ile 

Beaulieu. It was renovated and extended in 2008 and 

offers more than 40,000 sqm over 123 units on 2 levels. It 

is anchored by a Carrefour hypermarket and some 

medium sized units like H&M and Maisons du Monde. 
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NANTES
SHOPPING CENTRE OVERVIEW

SHOPPING 

CENTRE

CONSUMER 

PROFILE
MAJOR RETAILERS PRESENT NEW ENTRANTS

TYPICAL RENT 

FOR 200 SQM UNIT 

INC. KEY MONEY 

(ú/SQM/YEAR)

RANGE 

OF UNIT 

SIZES 

(SQM)

CC Beaulieu
Local shoppers.

Mass-market retailers

Maison 123, Agatha, Armand Thiery, Autour du Comptoir, Bershka, 

Camaïeu, Caroll, Catimini, Celio, Claire’s, Courir, Comptoir des 

Cotonniers, Cop. Copine, Cyrillus, Darjeeling, Desigual, Devred, Du 

Bruit dans la Cuisine, Eram, Etam, Guess, H&M, IKKS, Jules, 

Kaporal, Kiko, Kookaï, La Boutique du Coiffeur, Maisons du Monde, 

Mando, Marc Orian, Micromania, Natures & Découvertres, Naf-Naf, 

Ollly Gan, Petit Bateau, Pimkie, Promod, Quiksilver, Sephora, 

Springfield, Undiz, Yves Rocher

231 East St, Bouygues 

Telecom, Hema, KFC, 

O’Tacos, Tout en Direct.FR

500-700 All sizes

Rental values are quoted in EUR/ sqm/ year (ZA rents in HS).
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As the city of Petit Beurre LU biscuits and 

Muscadet wine, Nantes knows how to 

please its inhabitants. In addition to the 

renowned local specialities ïseafood, 

Loire valley wines, boiled sweets and 

Nantes cake ïsailors have infused Nantes 

cuisine with world flavours over the 

centuries.

The immediate vicinity of one of the main basins in France 

for growing fresh produce means that the city can make 

the most of some of the freshest and most varied products 

available. 

Countless markets and restaurants provide an opportunity 

to discover this culinary wealth, as it is cooked up by chefs 

going all out to be inventive. Nantes has a two starred 

restaurant : the 1st one run by chef Jean-Yves Guého

alongside the river: l’Atlantide1874. The second one is 

Lulu Rouget situated in Beaulieu Island.

NANTES
FOOD & BEVERAGE
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ATLANTIS

Open since 1988, Nantes Atlantis is the most important 

shopping zone of Nantes’ metropolitan area by its size 

and location (10 min from Nantes town centre), including a 

multiplex cinema, and some large units like Decathlon, 

But and Brico Dépôt. Totalling 45,000 sqm, Atlantis 

shopping centre hosts over 200,000 visitors weekly and 

has very good access and visibility. Anchored by a Leclerc 

hypermarket (11,700 sqm) and Ikea (13,000 sqm), this 

shopping centre is a key destination for international 

mass-market retailers in a wide range of activity sectors. 

NANTES
RETAIL WAREHOUSING/ BIG BOX RETAIL

AREA
CONSUMER 

PROFILE
MAJOR RETAILERS PRESENT

NEW 

ENTRANTS

TYPICAL 

RENT FOR 

200 SQM UNIT 

(INCLUDES 

KEY MONEY)

Nantes 

Atlantis

Local residents.

Mass-market 

retailers

Maison 123, Armand Thiery, Agatha, Apple 

Store, Burger King, Bizzbee, Brice, 

Camaïeu, Caroll, Claire’s, Comptoir des 

Cotonniers, Cop. Copine, Desigual, Du 

Bruit dans la Cuisine, Du Pareil au Même, 

Etam, Foot Locker, Geox, G-Star Raw, 

Histoired’Or, H&M, Hollister, Ikea, Ikks, 

Jules, Kiko, KusmiTea, Lacoste, Levi’s, 

L’Occitane en Provence, Mango, Marc 

Orian, Micromania, Morgan, Nocibé, 

Orcanta, Okaidi, Parfois, Pimkie, Promod, 

Pull&Bear, Swarovski, Timberland, Undiz, 

Vapiano, Zara

Cash & Repair, 

Five Guys, Fresh 

Burrito, Jacadi

500-800
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