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GRONINGEN

OVERVIEW

Located in the upper North of The 

Netherlands, the city of Groningen is a 

major and lively city in a relatively 

sparsely-populated region. It is by far the 

most important city of the northern 

Netherlands, being a provincial capital 

and a regional centre for both higher 

education and business services. 

Groningen emerged as a cultural hotspot, famous for its museums 

and exhibitions. Together with an historic city centre which dates 

back to the era of the Hanseatic League, Groningen is discovered 

by a rising number of visitors year on year. 

Its 202,500 residents have an average age of 34.5 years, the 

youngest population in the country. The two universities which the 

town houses, and their 50,000 students, are largely responsible for 

this demographic. This means that one in every four residents are 

enrolled students, providing a fresh and dynamic atmosphere in 

Groningen’s city centre.

Groningen fulfils an important role as a regional retail centre with 

both its historic city centre and the out of town locations attracting 

visitors to the city. Besides people living nearby, inhabitants from a 

wide radius are focused on Groningen fulfilling their shopping 

needs. This catchment area is expanding as the smaller towns in 

the surrounding provinces can no longer compete for the overall 

experience Groningen has to offer. 

The city has just over 300,841 sqm of retail space, which comes 

down to approximately 1.5 sqm of retail provision per capita. This 

figure is distorted by two out of town locations within municipality 

limits. However, the largest concentration of retail space is located 

in the city centre of Groningen, consisting of nearly 114,650 sqm. 

The city centre also has some small shopping centres such as 

Waagplein/ Waagstraat and Westerhaven.

Outside of its city centre Groningen holds a district centre that is 

located in the neighbourhood Paddepoel (and by the same name), 

consisting of nearly 12,000 sqm. Furthermore, the city also offers 

two retail warehousing locations; neighbouring Hoendiep and 

Peizerweg, with a combined GLA of approximately 100,000 sqm.
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HERESTRAAT
The Herestraat is the main shopping street of Groningen 

and houses many national and international retailers such 

as Hema, C&A, Zara, The Sting, Costes, Pull & Bear, WE, 

Stradivarius, G-star, Adidas and JD sports. This street 

generally reaches the highest footfall of the city which has 

also resulted in the highest rents being achieved in this 

location.

GRONINGEN
KEY RETAIL STREETS & AREAS

GULDENSTRAAT / WAAGSTRAAT
The Guldenstraat and Waagstraat together create a small 

retail block that is a continuation of the Herestraat and is 

connected to the Vismarkt and Grote Markt. Well known 

retailers in this retail block include Douglas, Six, TK Maxx, 

Weekday, Gerry Weber, Burger King among others.

VISMARKT
The Vismarkt is a square in the city centre that is 

surrounded with historical buildings that house both 

retailers and food & beverage operators. A remarkable 

combination is found at the west side of the square in the 

Korenbeurs building (national heritage site), where a 

supermarket is located (Albert Heijn), generating high 

amounts of footfall to both the square and the building. 

Furthermore, well-known retailers such as Bershka, H&M 

and Flying Tiger are located at the Vismarkt.

GROTE MARKT
The Grote Markt is a lively square that is located next to 

the Waagstraat. Besides a retail function, the Grote Markt

is well known for housing other functions as well; food & 

beverage operators can be found on this square as well 

as the city hall and the tourist information office. The 

Grote Markt is generally quite popular for tourists visiting 

Groningen. Major retailers include Scotch & Soda, H&M 

and Sostrene Grene. 

A-KERKHOF
A-Kerkhof is a shopping street located at the west side of 

the city centre. The high street is characterised by more 

high-end mass market retailers and luxury retailers that 

are located in this location. Among others, Marc O’Polo, 

Claudia Sträter, Hugo Boss and Tommy Hilfiger can be 

found at A-Kerkhof. 
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GRONINGEN
MARKET OVERVIEW 

KEY AREAS/ 

STREETS/

SHOPPING CENTRES

CONSUMER 

PROFILE

MAJOR RETAILERS PRESENT NEW ENTRANTS TYPICAL RENT 

FOR UNIT OF 200 

SQM (€/SQM/YEAR)

RANGE OF UNIT 

SIZES

Herestraat Locals and tourists Hema, C&A, Zara, The Sting, Costes, Pull & 

Bear, WE, Stradivarius, G-star, Adidas, JD 

sports

America Today, 

Stradivarius 

600 - 1,100 50 - 1,000 sqm

Guldenstraat / Waagstraat Locals and tourists Douglas, Six, TK Maxx, Weekday, Gerry 

Weber

450 - 800 50 - 1,000 sqm

Vismarkt Locals and tourists Bershka, H&M, Sneakers, ONLY, Perry 600 - 875 50 - 1,000 sqm

Grote Markt Locals and tourists V&D, H&M, Coolcat, Lake Side, Ziengs, 

Livera, Ici Paris XL

Sostrene Grene 400 - 700 50 - 1,000 sqm

A-Kerkhof Locals and tourists Hugo Boss, Tommy Hilfiger, Claudia Sträter, 

Marc O’Polo, Purdey

200 - 450 50 - 1,000 sqm
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GRONINGEN
SHOPPING CENTRES

PADDEPOEL
Paddepoel is a district shopping centre in the north of 

Groningen and is the largest of its sort in the city. The 

shopping centre consists of approximately 11,700 sqm 

and 85 points of sale. Some anchor tenants at Paddepoel

are supermarket Albert Heijn and the department store 

Hema. The centre attracts many consumers that reside in 

the surrounding districts Selwerd and Vinkhuizen. The 

nearby university complex at Zernike Science also 

provides additional consumers visiting the shopping 

centre.
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GROTE MARKT
The Grote Markt, like the Vismarkt, accommodates a 

large variety of food & beverage operators. Due to the 

high footfall recorded in this location, food & beverage 

operators are mostly catering to day visitors visiting 

the city. On Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday 

the Grote Markt lives up to its name as a lively market 

place. 

GRONINGEN
FOOD & BEVERAGE

VISMARKT
The Vismarkt is the central square of the city centre 

accommodating lots of restaurants and cafés. Alike the 

Grote Markt, operators tend to focus on day tourists 

and shoppers visiting Groningen and as a result this is 

reflected in the food & beverage offer in this area. On 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays the 

Vismarkt also stages a lively market place.

POELESTRAAT/ PEPERSTRAAT
The Poelestraat/ Peperstraat area is well known as the 

place to go for bars and nightlife. Besides that, several 

small restaurants are located in this area as well. 

While this area is mostly popular for locals, it is 

increasingly visited by tourists.

SCHUITENDIEP
The Schuitendiep area is located at the end of the 

Poelestraat and next to the canal surrounding the city 

centre. The Schuitendiep mainly accommodates 

restaurants and smaller eating cafés. This area is 

mostly popular among locals, although tourists have 

found their way to the Schuitendiep as well, resulting 

in a mix of visitors in this area.

KEY AREAS CONSUMER 

PROFILE

FOOD & BEVERAGE OPERATORS RENT FOR 350 SQM 

UNIT (€/SQM/YEAR)

Grote Markt Locals/Tourist Drie Gezusters, Bij van Boven, Hoppe, 

Fujiyama, Der Witz, Hooghoudt, De Groote 

Griet, World of Barista

250 – 350

Vismarkt Locals/Tourist Sumo, FEBO, Humphrey’s, Cantina Mexicana 250 – 350

Poelestraat/ 

Peperstraat

Locals Domino’s, Vapiano, Het Pakhuis, Shooters, De 

Spieghel, ´t Vaatje, Sinners

200 – 300

Schuitendiep Locals ´t Zwarte Schaap, Diep, Kwajongens 200 – 300
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