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The beating heart of the Netherlands
and a medieval city centre that is small
enough to explore by foot, Utrecht is the
geographic and infrastructural centre
of the country.
The city’s population of approximately 350,000 residents is
rapidly increasing through major urban expansion, concentrated
in the western area of the city.
While the historical part of one of the Netherlands’ oldest cities
remains untouched, large parts of the city centre have been
experiencing a transformation over almost two decades. Roads
have been turned back into the canals they once were, while
spectacular new projects such as the central train station, a new
concert hall and the comprehensively redeveloped shopping
centre Hoog Catharijne form the 21st century landmarks of
Utrecht. Modern architecture next to the charming historic old
town provides an exciting cityscape.
Utrecht offers shoppers a wide variety of opportunities which
cater the needs of all, with luxury department stores, small
boutiques, bustling markets and trendy retail concepts. The
Oudegracht and Museumkwartier contain several antique stores
while boutique stores are found in the Choorstraat and
Oudkerkhof. The Steenstraat and Lange Elisabethstraat have all
the familiar fashion chain stores. Furthermore, the largest indoor
shopping mall of the Netherlands is located at the central train
station, Hoog Catharijne, and offers large retail units which
attract many international retailers such as Hudson’s Bay, JD
Sports, Nike, Parfois, Primark, Stradivarius and Zara.
With a total retail floor space of 439,503 sqm, the inhabitants of
Utrecht enjoy approximately 1.33 sqm of retail floor space per
person, which is above the national average of 1.13 sqm per
capita. Utrecht has an important function as a shopping city. One
million people live within a 30 minute drive of the centre and
more than 4 million people can reach downtown Utrecht within
60 minutes by train. Shoppers are strongly oriented towards the
inner-city of Utrecht for non-food shopping and leisure shopping.
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UTRECHT
KEY RETAIL STREETS & AREAS

OUDEGRACHT

VREDENBURG

The Oudegracht is the main canal through Utrecht’s
medieval centre and functions as an important artery for
both local and tourist shoppers. The Oude features a
lower level where warehouses were located in the 13th
century, giving the canal a split level character, meaning
that shoppers can choose between the higher level, where
the busy shopping streets are located, or enjoy drinks and
dinner at water level. The street alongside the canal has
become more retail orientated over the past years and
hosts many domestic and foreign retailers such as &
Other Stories, Aspact, Hollister and Pull & Bear.

Vredenburg is a major square located next to shopping
centre Hoog Catharijne and provides easy access to both
the Lange Elisabethstraat and Oude Gracht. The square
has undergone complete reconstruction. With a 10 year
construction project finished, retailers such as Zara and
The Sting opened up new outlets along the square. On
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, the square houses
a market. On Fridays, there is also an organic farmers
market.

STEENWEG
The Steenweg is the extension of the Lange
Elisabethstraat and therefore also achieves relatively high
footfall. The street hosts lesser-known brands and shops
and is popular among shoppers and tourists on their way
to tourist attractions in the Museum Quarter. Retailers
such as Fred de la Bretonniere, Sacha, Etos and Lush are
present on this street.

LANGE VIESTRAAT
Alongside the Lange Viestraat large scale retail outlets
are located, as the historic centre lacks the required
space. The street has the luxury department store de
Bijenkorf as its anchor tenant. As the street is mainly used
by buses travelling to and from Utrecht Central train
station, for many locals the Lange Viestraat is the obvious
starting point of any shopping trip.

BAKKERSTRAAT
The Bakkerstraat is the main connection between the
Lange Elisabethstraat and the Oude Gracht. Many
shoppers walk this street towards the Oude Gracht and
other parts of the historic centre. Footfall is high and
therefore it is an attractive location for retailers.
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UTRECHT
MARKET OVERVIEW

KEY AREAS /
STREETS/SHOPPING
CENTERS

CONSUMER
PROFILE

MAJOR RETAILERS PRESENT

NEW ENTRANTS

TYPICAL RENT FOR
UNIT OF 150 SQM
(€/SQM/YEAR)

RANGE OF UNIT
SIZES

Hoog Catharijne

Locals and tourists

WE, Jack & Jones, Bershka, Albert Heijn,
Media Markt, Claudia Strater

Hudson’s Bay

800 – 1,310

50 – 1,000 sqm

Lange Elisabethstraat

Locals and tourists

Vodafone, The Body Shop, Tommy Hilfiger,
Snipes

Michael Kors

1,350 – 1,800

50 – 1,000 sqm

Oudegracht

Locals and tourists

Chasin’, Hollister, H&M, Hema, Urban
Outfitters, Lola Liza

& Other Stories, Aspact

750 – 1,600

50 – 1,000 sqm

Steenweg

Locals and tourists

Dr Adams, Etos, H&M, Invito, Lush, Sacha,
Sissy-Boy

750 – 1,600

50 – 1,000 sqm

Vredenburg

Locals and tourists

WE, Douglas, Zwarte Fietsenplan

1000 – 1,600

50 – 1,000 sqm

Bakkerstraat

Locals and tourists

Pieces, Claire’s, Lucardi, Björn Borg

700 – 900

50 – 1,000 sqm

Lange Viestraat

Locals and tourists

de Bijenkorf, WE, McDonald’s

750 – 1,100

50 – 1,000 sqm
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UTRECHT
SHOPPING CENTRES
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KANALENEILAND

OVERVECHT

Kanaleneiland is one of Utrecht’s main district shopping
centres. Located in the southwest of the city,
Kanaleneiland is the second largest shopping centre and
the largest district centre. Retailers include Hema,
Blokker, Takko Fashion, Zeeman and Etos among others,
while the centre is also anchored by supermarkets Albert
Heijn and Vomar Voordeelmarkt.

Overvecht is also a district shopping centre in Utrecht and
is located in the north of the city. Although the shopping
centre is slightly smaller than Kanaleneiland, Overvecht is
generally considered as the main district shopping centre
of Utrecht. Retailers in this shopping centre include H&M,
Jack & Jones, Douglas, Didi, Action and Hunkemöller.
The centre is anchored by supermarkets AH XL (Ahold)
and Lidl.
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UTRECHT
FOOD & BEVERAGE

Neude is an important square in the
inner city of Utrecht. This area is
mainly popular for leisure activities and
is one of Utrecht’s main places to meet
up and socialise.
It is located relatively close to the Oude Gracht shopping
street and is visited by both locals and tourists. The
square has large pubs with terraces stretched out over the
square, often with food menus available.

The Janskerkhof is located close to the Neude and is
mostly visited by the local student population. Most of the
bars and restaurants are located on one side of the
Janskerkhof, such as Filemon & Baucis, ‘t Pakhuis and
Broers.
The Domplein is located next to the impressive Dom
Tower and Cathedral, which has the highest clock tower
in the Netherlands. This tower has become a tourist
attraction for both domestic and international tourists. The
food & beverage offer at the square is generally located
close to the tower.

KEY AREAS

CONSUMER
PROFILE

FOOD & BEVERAGE
OPERATORS

RENT FOR 350
SQM UNIT
(€/SQM/YEAR)

Neude

Locals and tourists

‘t Neutje. Ellis Gourmet Burger, De
Luifel

400 – 500

Janskerkhof

Locals

Filemon & Baucs, ‘t Pakhuis, Brass

350 – 450

Domplein

Locals and tourists

Restaurant Walden, Lebowski,
Domplein

300 – 450
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