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JOHANNESBURG

OVERVIEW

Johannesburg is one of the dominant 

African cities with a well established retail 

market. It is the largest city with a diverse 

and multi-cultural population of some 10 

million people. It is the most affluent city in 

South Africa and, without doubt, an 

economic powerhouse in Africa, as well as 

the economic and financial hub of South 

Africa.

Johannesburg is a booming, happening city and the 

emphasis is on wealth creation, whether in business or on 

the streets. It has been doing so since its beginnings 

when the world’s richest gold fields were discovered in 

Johannesburg during the 1880s.

The Sandton area is one of the most affluent in 

Johannesburg and covers approximately 156 km2. Due to 

a shortage of available land, the trend is to build 

skywards. Opening late this year, the Leonardo will be 

Africa’s tallest building (234m) and boasts 55 floors of 

mixed-use luxury residential units and premium office 

space. The Sandton Gautrain station is the flagship 

station of the rapid rail link and has direct connections to 

OR Tambo airport and inner city commuter services from 

Pretoria and through Rosebank to Park Station 

Johannesburg. 

The Sandton Gate precinct is a R3 billion smart eco-city 

development which started construction June 2019. The 

first phase of this development includes 13,000 sqm of 

offices and over 2,000 sqm of retail space – confirmed 

tenants include Mimecast (IT company) and Planet 

Fitness (Gym) and is scheduled to be completed by end 

2019. The 6 phase development is destined to be a 

world-class, mixed-use precinct, offering a lifestyle we’re 

all aspiring to city living with all the benefits of suburban 

life.

Much of Johannesburg’s tourism is centered on Sandton 

which has a string of 5-star hotels. To the first-time visitor, 

Johannesburg, from a retail perspective shopping malls 

are the most prevalent form of retail and the city boasts a 

number of malls each measuring in excess of 100,000 

sqm. Sandton is the largest retail hub in Johannesburg, 

and is also the most prestigious.
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SANDTON CITY

Sandton City has a GLA of 147,940 sqm with an 

average footfall of 20 million visitors per annum. It has 

some 300 retailers including Edgars, Checkers Hyper 

and Woolworths department stores. Other international 

retailers include Mango, Levi’s, G-Star Raw, Swarovski, 

Crabtree & Evelyn, Timberland, Tiger of Sweden, Fossil 

and Mamas & Papas. While the Diamond Walk houses 

various luxury brands such as Prada, Dolce & Gabbana 

and Louis Vuitoton to name a few. 

JOHANNESBURG
KEY RETAIL STREETS & AREAS

NICOLWAY BRYANSTON

Nicolway features some 86 stores. It has been designed 

to offer a convenient quality retail experience and a 

vibrant new tenant mix in an exceptional setting. With an 

weekly average of 97,226 footfall, the centres tenants 

include three supermarkets (Checkers, Food Lovers 

Market and Woolworths) and Dis-chem, Super Dry and 

the Body Shop.

HYDE PARK

Hyde Park Corner was the first fully enclosed 

decentralised shopping centre in South Africa opening in 

1969. Neighbouring some of Johannesburg’s affluent 

northern suburbs, Hyde Park Corner has evolved over 

the years to meet the aspirations of modern high-end 

shopping. The centre’s rich legacy and timeless 

European elegance translates into a light spacious 

centre that has an old world charm and exclusivity. 

There are some 128 stores amounting to 25,515 sqm. 

Retailers such as Denham, Apsley, Burberry, 

Longchamp and Versace Collection are represented.

ROSEBANK

The Mall of Rosebank the powerful magic of Africa is 

perfectly fused with elegance and sophistication of 

Europe to create a world of shopping splendour in one of 

South Africa’s leading shopping and entertainment 

complexes in one of the trendiest business nodes in the 

country and easily accessible from all major cities in 

Gauteng. It is convenient for fun seekers, local shoppers 

and international visitors. The Gautrain station is 

opposite the Mall. Currently major revamps and 

extensions are underway and a further 30,000 sqm will 

be added to the current retail offering by the end of 

2014.

GREENSTONE

The Greenstone Mall (88,196 sqm) opened in 2007 to 

the west of the Edenvale CBD and is situated on the top 

of Greenstone Hill. It has 156 tenants including Pick n 

Pay, Game, Woolworths, Ster Kinekor, Dischem, 

Foschini, Mr Price and Pepkor Group of stores.
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MELROSE ARCH

Melrose Arch’s flat-iron urban design has created a 

quality mixture of both in and out-doors residential, 

commercial, retail and leisure spaces. It has over a 100 

boutiques and offers a café culture.

JOHANNESBURG
KEY RETAIL STREETS & AREAS

FOURWAYS

Fourways is situated in the heart of one of 

Johannesburg’s most prestigious suburbs and is one of 

South Africa largest malls (over 170,000sqm). The 

centre is some twenty years old and has recently 

undergone a massive revamp. Retailers such as 

Woolworths, Edgars, Checkers Hyper are represented 

among over 200 shops across a wide variety of sectors. 

In addition there are a further 20 restaurants, cafes and 

coffee shops. International retailers include Guess, LC 

Waikiki and Pandora. Not to forget home to the country’s 

first Kidszania. 

NORTHGATE

Northgate boasts 89,463 sqm located conveniently in 

Northriding for those that reside to the west of Randburg. 

It has been expanded several times since opening with a 

Pick n Pay Hyper and a gallery of a few shops to the 

centre it is today. With an average annual footfall of 10 

million shoppers, the centre includes a Ster Kinekor, 

Northgate Ice Arena, Woolworths, Edgars and more 

recently a Lifestyle Centre. 

CLEARWATER

Clearwater mall is located in the rapidly expanding north-

western residential suburbs of Johannesburg. It is a 

family destination combined with world class shopping, 

entertainment facilities and several upmarket 

restaurants. The Mall has a three-legged triangular 

format with an anchor tenant at each point of the triangle 

on the lower level. The mall has over 87,000 sqm 

including H&M, Woolworths, Edgars, Game, Dischem, 

KTM Hi-Fi Corporation and Incredible Connection Mega 

store. Major Fashion tenants include Old Khaki, Bras n 

things, Call It Spring, Colette, Fossil and Freddy. The 

F&B offer includes KFC, Krispy Kreme, Doppio Zero, 

Roman's Pizza, Spur and Wimpy.

WATERFALL CITY

Waterfall City is the latest and fastest growing mixed-use 

precincts which encapsulates major businesses such as 

PriceWaterhouseCoppers, landmark shopping centres 

such as Mall of Africa and upscale housing complexes. 

Mall of Africa is the largest mall completed in one phase 

(131,000 sqm) and is home to over 280 stores and many 

of them are flagship stores ranging from local to 

international. This landmark was completed in 2016 and 

includes store such as Under Armour, Camicissima, 

Forever 21, Forever New, Jo Malone and many more.
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JOHANNESBURG
MARKET OVERVIEW 

KEY AREAS/

STREETS/

SHOPPING CENTRES

CONSUMER 

PROFILE
MAJOR RETAILERS PRESENT NEW ENTRANTS

TYPICAL RENT FOR 200 

SQM UNIT

Sandton City Upper/middle income Checkers/ Edgars/ Woolworths
LC Waikiki, Mango, Under 

Armour, Daniel Wellington

Depends on location from 

R1000/ sqm/ month

Nicolway Upper/middle income
Checkers/ Woolworths/ Incredible 

Connection
Super Dry R300 - R550/ sqm/ month

Hyde Park Upper income
Pick n Pay/ Woolworths/ CNA/ 

Clicks
R900/ sqm/ month

Rosebank Upper/middle income

Pick n Pay/ QueensPark/ Incredible 

Connection/ Clicks/ Dis-Chem/ 

Edgars

R850/ sqm/ month

Melrose Arch Upper income
Mr Price/ Truworths/ Foschini/ 

@home/ Woolworths
R420/ sqm/ month

Cresta Upper/middle income
Checkers/ Game/ Truworths/ 

Woolworths/ Foschini
R450 – R600/ sqm/ month

Northgate Middle income
Pick n Pay/ Woolworths/ Game/ Mr

Price/ CNA/ Clicks/ Edgars
R220 - R300/ sqm/ month

Fourways Upper/middle income

Checkers/ Woolworths/ CNA/ 

Truworths/ Foschini/ Clicks/ Dis-

Chem

LC Waikiki, H&M, Zara, Cotton 

On
R650 - R850/ sqm/ month

Mall of Africa Upper/middle income

Checkers/ Woolworths/ CNA/ 

Truworths/ Foschini/ Clicks/ Dis-

Chem/ Edgars

R650 - R850/ sqm/ month
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MALL OF AFRICA

Mall of Africa is one of the newest additions to the retail 

sector in the City of Johannesburg. The centre was 

completed in 2016 and the current development is 

131,000 sqm in size. The majority of the stores in this 

mega mall are flagship stores and include both local and 

international brands. Luxury international brands include 

Versace Collection. Mall of Africa is not the largest mall in 

Johannesburg, but it is the largest mall built in a single 

phase.

SANDTON CITY

Sandton City has one of the largest retail facility in the City 

of Johannesburg. It not only provides retail facilities 

(147,940 sqm), but also incorporates office space and 

hotel comprising of 215,000 sqm. The addition of the 

office space, hotel and Nelson Mandela Square makes it 

the largest retail complex in Africa. Sandton City 

accommodates a large number of luxury international 

brands such as Bvulgari, Gucci, Burberry, Louis Vuitton, 

etc. which are not commonly found elsewhere in the 

country.

JOHANNESBURG
SHOPPING CENTRES

HYDE PARK

Hyde Park Corner might only measure in at 26,657 sqm, 

but it includes a variety of local well-known flagship stores 

such as Clicks, Dion Wired, Woolworths and Pick n Pay. 

Hyde Park Corner is situated conveniently for businesses 

and residential properties.

NICOLWAY BRYANSTON

Nicolway Bryanston was developed in the year 2012, 

which makes it a relatively new retail facility in the area. It 

only measure 23,312 sqm in extent, but host anchor 

tenants such as Checkers and Food Lover’s Market. It is a 

convenient stop for people looking to do their shopping in 

a short amount of time.

NORTHGATE SHOPPING CENTRE

Northgate Shopping Centre is there to cater for all ages. It 

is known as a “one-stop shopping destination” which 

includes anything and everything one could need. It caters 

for your local and international retail needs. The location 

of Northgate is perfectly situated for easy access and 

convenient shopping. It also has one of the few ice-rinks 

in the province. 

CRESTA SHOPPING CENTRE

Cresta Shopping Centre is one of the largest shopping 

centres in South Africa. It is classified as a super regional 

shopping centre and features a diverse mix of stores, 

including both local and international brands. The centre 

houses its own in-centre aquarium (CrestAquarium) 

showcasing many ocean life species. 
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JOHANNESBURG
SHOPPING CENTRES

MELROSE ARCH

Melrose Arch is like none other, the 40,000 sqm retail 

facility, with its unique and modern design and layout is 

like none other. Although Melrose Arch not only caters for 

the communities retail needs, it also hosts a variety of 

successful businesses and extremely luxury residential 

units. Melrose Arch is capable of functioning fully 

independently due to the design and ‘smart city’ status.

ROSEBANK MALL

Rosebank Mall is well-known for its speciality shop and its 

location in the trendy business nodes of South Africa 

increases the appeal of this retail facility. Which adds to 

the attraction is the daily art & Craft Market open to all and 

the Sunday Market on the centres rooftop blows 

competitors out of the park.
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JOHANNESBURG
SHOPPING CENTRES: NEW DEVELOPMENTS

FOURWAYS MALL

Fourways Mall opened late August 2019 after it underwent 

a massive revamp with an addition of 90,000 sqm

expansion, making the mall one the largest centres in 

South Africa. With world-class finishing and retail offerings 

the centre houses many local and international brands.  

FLAMINGO SHOPPING CENTRE

The newly developed Falmingo Shopping Centre is 

located in Modderfontein, east of Gauteng. This local 

conveience centre (10,850 sqm) is anchored by Dis-Chem

and Checkers.
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Johannesburg with its multi-cultural, 

multi-racial population offers a dining 

experience from everywhere in the world 

from Italian to Greek, French to Chinese. 

Family outings to the more family 

orientated restaurants are equally 

catered for in all shopping centres and 

malls.

The affluent area of Sandton is the centre of fine dining in 

Johannesburg, offering a wide range of restaurants and 

coffee shops. The top class hotels in the area also have 

good restaurants. 

Montecasino, know as the gambling and entertainment 

destination has an offering of over more than 40 

restaurants, bars and fast food outlets including fine dining 

such as Fireroom.

The old Parkhurst area is well established and probably 

the trendiest destination for restaurants. Fourth Avenue 

offers a range of pavement cafes, intermingled with 

interior design boutiques, gift and clothing shops and a 

concentration of hair and beauty salons.

Parktown North also has some 26 food & beverage outlets 

including Woolworths Food, Vida e Caffe, The Foundry 

and a number of other top class restaurants.

Melrose Arch has a selection of restaurants catering to all 

tastes and budgets, set out in a cobblestoned urban 

quarter, close to Sandton and Rosebank suburbs. 

A new Chinatown has been established in Derrick Avenue 

in Cyrildene is lined with small Asian restaurants.

Some of the more successful fast food outlets that cater 

for the lunchtime trade are KFC, Nando’s, McDonalds and 

Steers to name but a few. . 

JOHANNESBURG
FOOD & BEVERAGE
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FOOD & BEVERAGE MARKET OVERVIEW

JOHANNESBURG

KEY AREAS
CONSUMER 

PROFILE
FOOD & BEVERAGE OPERATORS RENT FOR 350 SQM UNIT

Sandton Upper Doppio Zero/Bellagio R300 - R500/ sqm/ month

Bryanston Upper Col’Cacchio Pizzeria R350 – R380/ sqm/ month

Hyde Park Upper Frantelli/Licorish Bistro R280 – R500/ sqm/ month

Rosebank Upper/Middle Sophia Resturant/Tsumani Seafood R280 - R380/ sqm/ month

Melrosh Arch Upper Moyo/The Meat Co. R280 – R350/ sqm/ month

Cresta Middle Mugg&Bean/Founder’s Grill/Plaka R180 – R280/ sqm/ month

Northgate Middle Mike’s Kitchen/Col’Cacchio R180 – R220/ sqm/ month

Fourways Upper/Middle Yamakazi Sushi/Ciao Baby Cucina R280 – R320/ sqm/ month
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